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ABSTRACT

This research is about the characteristics and the surviving continuity of
Konga Dance within the Pochai district of Roi-ed province community, in Northeast
Thailand. This study, collected data by using Ethnomusicological methodology, focused
on the history and the passing on of the music and musical accompaniment of the Konga
Dance.

The Konga Dance and its music are passed on orally from generation to
generation. Most learning happens within the families that practice the dance and has
slowly expanded to outside of the family structure available to the greater public, despite
there being no written documentation to pass on the lyrics or style of the dance. In
contemporary performance the dance has been performed for entertainment, creating
social harmony, relative with the traditional Heat 12 Klong 14 and the way of life that
Isan (Northeast Thailand) people live. The accompaniment music for the Konga Dance
uses drums, finger cymbals, cymbals, shaking rattle, whistle and tambourine. The Konga
danceis a round couple’s dance between women and men. The most prominent
characteristic of Konga dance is moving the shoulders along with the music. The
drumming will continue without stopping and the singer will have to use improvisatory
skills to transition from one song to another. The music uses pentatonic scales and often
has melodic and lyric repetition. Usually the lyrics are about simple living and life in Isan.
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