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ABSTRACT

A number of studies have indicated that Thai youth have experienced
dramatic changes in behavior. Youths’ behavior has been primarily shaped by their
surrounding context. Family is the major agent of socialization that is involved in
youth’s outcomes. The main goal of this study is to test the structural models of the
predictive relationships of living arrangements and youth’s prosocial behavior,
mediating with family relations and religiosity. The data used in the current study are
from the 2008 Survey on Conditions of Society, Culture, and Mental Health conducted
by The National Statistical Office.

Findings support the theoretical notion that family relations and religiosity
of youths fully mediated the relationship between living with parents only and youth’s
behavior. Nevertheless, the result showed that living with grandparents only did not
influence levels of youth’s prosocial behavior. The paper concludes by offering
implications for policy to launch religious education and awareness in school or media
as well as promoting the program that helps family members to improve their family
relationships, with special attention given to youths in no parent families.
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