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ABSTRACT 

 Thai traditional music and songs have been used in various kinds of Thai theatre 

for centuries. In the early 1900’s, western musical theatre such as operetta and musicals 

influenced several Thai artists who visited Europe. Later, they adapted western musical theatre 

into Thai theatre arts in a form called “Lakon Rong” or Thai musical. It was first shown to the 

public in 1906 by the theatre group of H.R.H. Prince Naratip Prapanpong (1861-1931). The 

most well known Thai musical, named “Sao Krouw Fa”, was adapted from the Puccini opera 

Madame Butterfly, and it was performed under royal command in 1909. Since 1911, there had 

been a private theatre group named Pramothai who have produced many Thai Musicals. This 

group is owned by a noble business man named Pra Sophon Aksornkit (Lek Samittasiri) who 

owned a printing company as well as a medium-sized theatre located in the middle of 

Bangkok. With lot of funds and well- trained artists from the Predalai Theatre, Pra Sophon 

was able to earn a good reputation for his theatre within 10 years. He left over 200 pages of 

play scripts in the national library. 

 This musicological research was conducted on the music and songs used by the 

Pramothai Theatre (1911-1920). Data was gathered from 167 play scripts owned by the 

Pramothai during the past century. Of the 167 plays, there were 584 songs used. About 37.67 

% of songs were lost during the past decades while 62.33 % are songs that are still in use and 

are very well-known nowadays. There were four categories of song used by the Pramothai. 

The musical is shown as part of results. Currently, these songs are stored on paper. They 

should be preserved in a digital format.  
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