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ABSTRACT

This research aims to describe the social culture of Mae Tao village
through musical history, the use and function of "Saiwai" the local musical band
through the concepts of local history and ethnomusicology. The study area is Mae Tao
village, Tambon Ta Sai Luad in Tak province.

The researcher found that the band Saiwai at Mae Tao village was
originally conceived by Pra U-Sia-Tong-Eng in 1954. Pejo Mejo, who is the leader of
Saiwai, offered musical instruments to Pra Atikanbunditto, the abbot of Wat
Thaiwattanaram for setting up the musical band. The music played by Saiwai consists
of two forms: Saiwai-lae and Saiwai-gee. The musical scale and lyrics are local. In
addition, there are three styles used for parades. They consist of Wong Piew, Wond
Dobah, and Wong O-see. The uses of Saiwai are 1) playing preludes for religious
ceremonies, 2) public performances, and 3) playing for worship. Saiwai is closely
related to Mae Tao villager culture. This indicates the Buddhist culture and the close
association of the ethnic groups in Mae Tao Village and shows that they share culture

by performing music together.

KEY WORDS: SAl WAI / MUSICAL ANTHROPOLOGY / FOLK MUSIC /
MUSICAL CULTURE
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