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ABSTRACT 
 The study was a survey research with the objective of studying the practice of 
physicians and other health personnel in protecting the right of the spouse by being 
informed of HIV/AIDS test result of the consort. Questionnaires were used as the tool for 
collecting data from the physicians and other health personnel who provided counseling 
for HIV/AIDS patients in 5 government hospitals and health centers in Samutprakarn 
Province. (85 physicians and health personnel in hospitals and 150 physicians and health 
personnel in health centers, totaling 235 persons) There were 221 returned questionnaires 
(94%) Depth interview with 5 experts in health and medical care was also under taken. 
Statistical analysis was made using percentage, mean, standard deviation and Chi-square 
for association analysis. 
 The study found that the majority of the physicians and other health personnel 
(62.9%) who provided the counseling service were professional nurses. Among all 
respondents, 63.3% of them had a medium level of knowledge about the protection of the 
right of the spouse, 84.2% had a high level of opinion about the matter and 99.5% had 
high level of perception about their role in legal and ethical aspects. Associative analysis 
found that knowledge had an association with the practice in protecting the right of the 
spouse about being informed of HIV/AIDS test result of the consort with statistical 
significance (p-value < 0.05) However the opinion and perception of the respondents did 
not have any association with the practice in protecting the right of the spouse about being 
informed of HIV/AIDS test result of the consort. 
 In the aspect of the necessity to have the law providing the legal authority to 
inform the HIV/AIDS test result to the spouse; the experts had the opinion that there was 
no necessity yet, since AIDS problems were related with the lack of understanding about 
the diseases. Thus the problems should be solved by the creation of the understanding. 
 Recommendations from the research were: The Samutprakarn Provincial 
Health office should advocate clear guidelines of practice for the physicians and other 
health personnel to have good skill in providing counseling service. Each health service 
institute should have this guideline as their policy for convenience and efficient practice. 
The physicians and other health personnel should have sufficient knowledge about the 
protection of the right of the spouses to be informed of HIV/AIDS test result of their 
consorts so that they can help both the spouses and their consorts about the right of the 
spouses and the HIV/AIDS infected consorts properly. 
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