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ABSTRACT

This research on violence in the sitcom (situation comedy) television
program called Ban Nee Mee Rak aimed to study the violence dimension in order to
indicate how this sitcom reflects the violence paradigm. This research applied the
theory of Johan Galtung, emphasizing the reproduction of cultural violence via
discourses as justification to support violence. Additionally, the theory mentions that
those discourses influence people in society to accept violence because they get used
to the reproduction of violent practices. The unit of analysis was some content of the
sitcom (Ban Nee Mee Rak) which was on-air from February to September 2009; as
well as interviews with the of sitcom director and members of the audiences to support
the sitcom script analysis.

This research found that the Ban Nee Mee Rak Sitcom presents 3 types of
violence, including: direct violence, cultural violence, and structural violence. It
especially displays the reproduction of cultural violence via jokes which ridicule the
existing gap of social identity. Accordingly, this gap creates social discourses and
violates human dignity. The sitcom presents it through 5 different types of
relationships: couple relationships, senior and junior relationships, employer and
employee relationships, friends relationships, and relationships between strangers.
These five types of relationship reflect the top-down power relation with inequality
and structural violence. The majority of the audience recognized and were able to
identify the direct violence presented via couple relationships, rather than the cultural

and structural violences.
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