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FACTORS RELATED TO THE USE OF THE EMERGENCY CONTRACEPTIVE
PILL AMONG FEMALE ADOLESCENTS
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M.Sc. (PUBLIC HEALTH) PROGRAM IN PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: ARPAPORN POWWATTANA, Ph.D.,
SUNEE LAGAMPAN, Ed.D.

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to explore the relationships between
predisposing factors, enabling factors, and reinforcing factors, as well as the use of the
emergency contraceptive pill among female adolescents aged between 16-18 years
who were vocational students (vocational certificate) in the second semester of the
year 2012 in both public and private vocational colleges under the supervision of the
Department of Vocational Education in Bangkok. The sample was chosen by multi
stage random sampling. In this regard, there were 443 female adolescents. Data
collection used a self-administered questionnaire on the use of the emergency
contraceptive pill among female adolescents and other related factors. The reliability is
acceptable (o > .70). The data was analysed by one-way ANOVA, whereby a paired
comparison was made by using the Bonferroni correction. The level of significance
is .05.

The findings of the study revealed that half of the female adolescents had
experienced a penetrative sexual relationship (58.9%). Some of them had taken the
emergency contraceptive pill (28.7%) and took less than or equivalent to 4 pills/month
(85.0%). Most of the participants were 18 years old and had a lower grade point
average than those who never took the emergency contraceptive pill. They had a low
level of knowledge on the emergency contraceptive pill. Factors related with the use of
the emergency contraceptive pill included age, education level, grade point average,
and knowledge on the emergency contraceptive pill (p-value < .05).

The results suggest that formulating a policy for reducing accessibility to
the emergency contraceptive pill is of special concern. Education institutes should add
contents related to the side effects of the emergency contraceptive pill in the
curriculum.

KEY WORDS: EMERGENCY CONTRACTIVE PILL / VOCATIONAL STUDENT /
FEMALE ADOLESCENT / THE PRECEDE — PROCEED MODEL
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