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ABSTRACT

“Dance as Votive Offering to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, Nakorn Pathom” is this
qualitative research. The objectives are to study the belief, the style, and the procedures of dance and
music used as a votive offering, and to analyze the roles of dance as a votive offering to Luang Pho Wat
Rai-khing, Rai-khing Sub-district, Sam Phran District, Nakorn Pathom Province. The research is done
by studying and analyzing data from related document and field data. The results are as follows:

Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing is the Buddha image that is highly revered and people usually
come to honor him and ask for his blessing. It is believed that Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing can create a
miracle in avoiding harm, ensuring safety, and fulfilling one’s wishes and happiness. Therefore, there
are many ceremonies and activities to worship him, including paying homage, asking for his blessing,
donating, making of small Buddha images, removing one’s bad fortune, making a vow, and a votive
offering.

The origin of dance as a votive offering to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing is from the personal
favor or interest of Phra Ubaleekhunupamajan, the abbot and the founder of Wat Rai-khing. After his
death, villagers and the temple’s committee held a dance at his funeral to express their sympathy and
gratefulness to him. Later, the dance was also used as a votive offering to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing,
the Buddha image of the temple. At present, the dance has become the symbol of the votive offering to
Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing. The procedures of the dance were divided into 3 steps. The first step is
honoring the teachers to pay respect to the teachers of the 2 arts, which are dance and music. The
offerings are betel nuts, incense sticks, candles, flower garlands, and the offering of money (6 baht).
The honoring will precede the dance by 30 minutes. The leader of the dance team will perform the
honoring of the teacher of the dance, while the leader of the music band will perform the honoring the
teacher of the music. The second step is playing the overture music with a Sathukan Song, the song for
inviting good spirits, by Piphat ensemble, to announce the start of the dance. The third step is the dance,
which consists of a slow dance and a fast dance. The dancer will start dancing in the first direction,
which is the direction facing Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, by sitting on one’s knees, face straight, and
using the Wai dance to pay homage to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing. Then the dancer will turn to the other
two directions and back to the first direction again with the ending of the music. The dancer will sit on
Their knees and end the dance with a Wai and Krab.

The roles of dance as a votive offering to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, Rai-khing Sub-
district, Sam Phran District, Nakorn Pathom Province can be divided into 4 aspects; 1) the role of the
dance as a ceremony; 2) the role of the dance as an entertainment; 3) the role of the dance as a cultural
inheritance; 4) the role of the dance as the dance of community.

KEY WORDS: DANCE AS VOTIVE OFFERING / LUANG PHO WAT RAI-KHING /
NAKORNPATHOM PROVINCE
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