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ABSTRACT

This research studied the belief in Hindu deities of Indians who live in
Bangkok Metropolitan, through the usage and functions of the music in the Aarti
worship as a case study at Dev Mandir Temple. The researcher collected the data by
using the ethnomusicology which focused on field data and analytical explanation.

The study found that Hindu Indians who attend the Aarti worship at Dev
Mandir Temple believe in polytheism under the principle of Vaishnav Hinduism. Dev
Mandir Temple was built by the Hindu Samaj Association, which is a group of Hindu
Indians who had migrated from Punjab and Sind. This temple has been a place for
conducting everyday religious affairs. Music has played an important role in the
worship ceremony because it is believed that the deities are fond of the sound of
music. Conducting the worship can satisfy the deities, and then the deities will grant
wishes to those praying. To express respectfulness and faithfulness, the music has a
role of expressing the desire every time, through playing and singing both before and
during the worship ceremony. The format of the musical band consists of (1) singer,
(2) Tabla, (3) Dholak, (4) Harmonium, (5) Tambourine, (6) Khartal, and (7) Manjira.
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