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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study was to analyze the tone variation and the tendency of
tone changes of Thai Song Tribe by age group in Don Khlung Sub-District, Dam Noen
Saduak District, Ratchaburi Province, Thailand. The data collection was taken from
informants in the three age groups — senior group, adult group and youth group. This
study was based on the framework of the analogous set which was adapted from the
Gedney’s Tone Checklist (Gedney, 1972) as a wordlist to elicit tonal data from the
informants. The pattern of tonal mergers and splits were analyzed by auditory analysis.
In addition, the Praat software version 5.3.06 was used to analyze the fundamental
frequency and show the phonetic characteristics of tones in the semitone scale. Finally,
the findings were validated with socio-linguistic theories.

The findings of this research demonstrated that the age group influenced
the tone variation and the tendency of tone change in Thai Song. Both phonetic
characteristic variants in the fourth tone (B4), which was used by the informants in
every age group, and one in the fifth tone (C123), which was only used by the
informants in the youth group, were influenced by language contact with the Thai
Ratchaburi dialect. Furthermore, the tendency of main phonetic characteristics in the
second tone (A4) changed in progress from a humped tone to rising tone, especially

among the youth group.
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