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ABSTRACT

Maternal participation in the care for sick and hospitalized newborns is one of
the essential characteristics of the philosophy of family-centered care. To promote maternal
participation in care for hospitalized newborns, the associated factors should be known and
understood. This study aimed at examining the association between the selected factors and
the mothers’ participation in care for hospitalized newborns. The study factors included
maternal age, years of education, perceived stressful situations, and support from nurses.
The sample comprised 85 mothers with hospitalized newborns at the Neonatal Patient
Ward, Chaiyaphum Hospital. Data were collected using demographic data interview forms,
and three sets of self-administered questionnaires on mothers’ participation in care for
hospitalized newborns, perceived stressful situations, and support from nurses. Data were
analyzed with descriptive statistics and Pearson’s product-moment correlation coefficient.

According to the findings, support from nurses was the only factor found to be
associated with the mothers’ participation in care with statistical significance (r = .336, p =
.002).

The study findings support the significance of the nurse’s role in developing
nursing interventions that are congruent with clinical environments and meet the needs of
mothers caring for their hospitalized newborns. The interventions should support mothers

in a variety of ways so that the desired participation becomes the actual one.
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