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ABSTRACT

This study investigated the kin preferences of the elderly in rural Thailand,
the availability of kinship networks who are potential caregivers, and factors affecting
the availability of potential kin living within the same village. Longitudinal data
collected in 1984, 1994, and 2000 in Nang Rong district in Buriram Province,
Thailand were used. The survey was conducted at three levels—individual, household,
and community—by the Nang Rong Project. This three-wave longitudinal study
provides essential demographic data, complete social network data among kin, and
geographic locations of dwelling units. The dataset allowed the researcher to
investigate demographic changes as well as kinship network changes during the
period. To supplement the quantitative data, a qualitative study was conducted in April
2012 to provide further explanations for the quantitative findings. In addition,
methodologies from disciplines including social network analysis, spatial analysis, and
multivariate analysis were integrated into this demographic study.

The results showed that most of the present generation of elderly in rural
Thailand are able to access their preferred kin in their home village for various types
of assistance and support: meal preparation, personal care, transportation, financial
support, and emotional support. Factors affecting the availability of preferred kin
depend upon the type of support and the gender of caretakers. Spouse, daughter, son,
grandson, and granddaughter are the top rankings of kin preference. Siblings and
neighbors are helpful when close kin are not available.

In Thai culture, children—especially daughters—are obligated to care for
older parents to pay parents back for nurturing them in childhood. Necessary
assistance for the elderly's daily living, which is meal preparation and personal care,
are considered female tasks. Following matrilocal residential norms existing in
northeastern Thailand, daughters play important roles as caregivers. The greatest
concern regarding elderly care in the future is that the next generation may lack
preferred kin; the percentage of kin availability in a village for the elderly’s female
offspring dramatically dropped about 18 percent compared to their elderly parents in
2000. Most existing kin in the village currently are of school age or work in the
agricultural sector, which has the highest rate of out-migration from this region.
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