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ABSTRACT
Western music, mainly European, arrived in the Kingdom of Siam since
the Ayutthaya period, firstly by the Portuguese in 1511.The religious church music and songs were the
first type of European music (Phleng Farang) that Thai people experienced. Later, came the English ,
Dutch, Spanish and French. They brought several brass fanfares made in Holland to the Thai court and
such instruments were accepted to mix and play well with the original Thai wind instruments. The
music was used for salutation to the king till the present.

This historical research study (1841-1941) aimed to collect information that appeared in
the old historical literatures of both Thai and foreign languages. Books and journals written in Thai,
English , French and German were used with the additional information from the in-depth interview of
over 10 scholars such as musicologists, historians, catholic and protestant padres. History books
published by the catholic and protestant churches and schools all over the country were collected.
Interpretation of written reports from handwriting over the centuries of years are quite difficult to
understand, however, careful double checking on information was quite successful with the help of
scholars and knowledgeable people. There were 4 major groups of western musicians to Thailand, (1)
missionaries (2) military people,(3) professionals, amateur musicians and trade-men who worked in
Bangkok and (4) the returning Thai scholars who finished their studies and brought the western music
and songs back home.

The Results showed 3 main factors which helped the successful development of western
music in Thailand. They were (1)The adjustment of the court people and the nobles to western cultural
aspects ,they were so well accepted with appropriated manners and attitudes of likeness and
welcoming.(2) Missionaries were working so hard not only for their religious targets but showed lot of
sincere willingness and kindness at all times. The established modern education and schooling. Music
was added in daily teaching curriculum to all classroom levels. The young Thais of both sexes were
equally open to the western singing, music classes and to join in school brass bands.(3) European and
American music teachers and advisors established musical knowledge and skills in music training for
the military, so they could become professional musicians of the brass bands. They were able to serve
not only for the court but also the general population and make good school bands which were well
used for many occasions. It is stated that 4 European band masters, namely Houssen, Jacob Veit,
Michelle Fusco and Alberto Nazzari had served in courts of King Rama IV to Rama VI for several
decades till they died in this kingdom. They established several royal guard brass bands , the Marine
Corp Bands, 2 medium size symphonic orchestras which were well functioned before the World War
I. Hundreds of their music students were scattered and built more than 11 military and 3 navy bands all
over the kingdom. Missionary schools and colleges (over 28 places) are the birth places of musicians
and the new Thai composers. Later, many of them became the great artists named “Artists of the
Nation”.
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