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ABSTRACT
This cross-sectional study aimed to identify the relationship between

individual-level and village-level factors on alcohol drinking status among a
population aged 15-75 years in Buriram province. A two-stage cluster sampling was
applied to recruit 40 villages and 1,293 respondents in Pakham district into this study.
Data were collected by interviewing, estimating drinking prevalence by weighted
proportion based on the population distribution by age and sex of the study area, and
using a multilevel ordinal logistic analysis for ordinal responses. The current drinking
prevalence was 51.31% overall, with 71.87% among male and 30.79% among female.
The results from multilevel analysis revealed that 19.2% of variation in drinking status
was associated with different villages. The individual-level factors with fitted parallel
lines assumption was sequentially added into the multilevel model: 1) self-efficacy-
with low level of self-efficacy having a higher risk of drinking heaviercompared with
high (OR 39.98, 95% CI: 22.94-69.68), 2) perceived risk on drinking -with moderate
level of perceived risk more likely to drink heavier 14.83 times than at high level (95%
Cl: 6.15-36.87), 3) easy access to alcohol having a greater chance of drinking
heavierthan uneasy access (OR 11.62, 95% CI: 3.47-38.90), 4) monthly income — with
15,000-20,000 Baht having more risk to drink heavier compared to higher than 20,000
(OR 2.68, 95% CI: 1.11-6.49), and 5) An unavailability of information on anti-
drinking decrease 32.0% the odds for drinking. This study revealed that village-level
factors were unrelated to drinking among those populations. A qualitative research is
suggested to investigate individual factors associated with drinking as well as
community and environmental factors.This study confirmed that village factors had no
significant relationship to drinking among the population. Villages should keep the
control-drinking policy strictly according the law of drinking control.Anti-drinking
should be focused on the young generation to prevent them from becoming a new
drinker.
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