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ABSTRACT

The present study employed the theory of phonemics to analyse the
phonological system of the language spoken by displaced Thais in the south of
Thailand. It aimed to 1) investigate all parts of phonology including consonants,
vowels, and tones of language spoken by displaced Thais in Prachuapkhirikhan,
Chumpon, Ranong, and Phang-nga; 2) to compare phonological characteristics in the
area; and 3) to correlate the phonology of the language of displaced Thais with
Southern Thai dialects in Prachuapkhirikhan, Chumpon, Ranong, and Phang-nga.

The results showed that the phonology of the displaced Thais can be
divided into three groups. The first group was the language spoken by displaced Thais
in Prachuapkhirikhan, Chumpon, and Krabury District, Ranong. The second group
was the language used by displaced Thais in Ranong. The third group was the
language spoken by displaced Muslim Thais in Ranong and Phang-nga.

In regard to consonants, there were twenty initial consonants and eight
final consonants in the first and the second groups, while the third group had twenty
initial consonants and nine final consonants. All three groups had ten consonant
clusters. Concerning vowels, there were sixteen similar single vowel phonemes and
three diphthong phonemes in all three groups. Regarding tones, there were five
tonemes in the first group and six tonemes in the second and the third groups.

Among the three groups it was found that the language of the first group
was distinct from the other groups by tone mergence in A1 and B123 while the second
and third groups had tone splits in AB1 and AB23. In the third group, there were
specific characteristics which were different from the other two groups in terms of
initial consonants, final consonants, differences of selective vowel phonemes in some
words, and tone split and mergence in columns C and DL.

Finally, compared with Thai dialects spoken in the four provinces, the
phonology of the first group was similar to that of the Thai dialect spoken by people in
Prachuapkhirikhan, Chumpon, and Krabury District, Ranong. The phonology of the
second group was similar to that of the Thai dialect spoken by people in Ranong. In
addition, the phonology of the third group resembled the phonology of the Thai dialect
spoken by Muslims in Kohyaw District, Phang-nga.
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