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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this case study was to investigate factors related to
perception of leptospirosis prevention in a selected community. The purposive sample
consisted of 6 clients who had had leptospirosis and 6 officers whose work was related
to leptospirosis prevention in Donthong subdistrict, Nongdon district, Saraburi
province, Thailand. Data were collected twice, one week apart for 60 minutes each
using focus group discussions and guideline questionnaires developed by the
investigator. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and content analysis.

The findings revealed that the client group and officer group had
congruently and relatively 6 themes of perception of leptospirosis prevention. Firstly,
6 clients and 3 officers said that people had a right to knowledge about leptospirosis.
Secondly, their leptospirosis prevention had been reported by 3 clients and 4 officers.
Four clients and 2 officers said that that the leptospirosis epidemic was caused by
annual flooding of the community. Next, 5 clients and 6 officers reported budget
problems and giving information to the wrong target group due to incongruent timing.
Furthermore, behavioral motivation by community support from health care
volunteers, clients and people was reported by 4 clients and 6 officers. The final
important point was that people did not have perceived susceptibility, which was
reported by 5 clients and 4 officers. This study suggests that development of a
leptospirosis prevention system is important. Thus, the awareness of people’s
leptospirosis prevention should be promoted and budget distribution into the
community should be performed to develop environmental health and to promote
capacity of health care volunteers participating in leptospirosis prevention in the
community.
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