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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was 1) to study factors affecting community
paradigms in Eastern sarus crane reintroduction and 2) to recommend ways to
encourage sustainable coexistence between local people and Eastern sarus cranes in a
wetland ecology. The results was found that age, education levels, household income,
and agricultural land holdings were significant important factors affecting community
paradigms for Eastern sarus crane reintroduction. While the community paradigms
both before and after Eastern sarus crane reintroduction were found, local people’s
knowledge about wetlands, water birds and Eastern sarus cranes, and perceptions
toward local resource management plans and policies were statistically significantly
increased, and the damage potential in agricultural areas from Eastern sarus cranes
was statistically significantly different. Moreover, Huai Jorakaemak Non-Hunting
Area management and development to an ecotourism site was promoted, and increased
employment and improve their livelihoods through income generation. These results
are discussed in terms of the development of community paradigms toward the value

and importance of Eastern sarus crane conservation and wetland biodiversity.
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