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ABSTRACT

This study investigated predictive relationships in order to study
predictability of perception of children’s illness severity, parental educd
credibility of the authority of healthcare staff, and informational and emotional sy
on parental uncertainty in the illness of chronically ill children with intubatior]
using Mishel's (1988) uncertainty in illness concept as the study’s conc
framework. The sample group comprised 80 parents of chronically ill childrern
were intubated for the first time and received treatment in the Pediatric Intensiv
Unit of Siriraj Hospital. The sample group was selected by convenience san
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Data collection was performed using a demographic data record form, along with

guestionnaires on parental uncertainty, perception of child’s illness severit
credible authority of healthcare staff, and informational and emotional supporf
were analyzed by using descriptive statistics and multiple regression analysis.

According to the findings, perception of the child’s illness seve
parental education, the credible authority of healthcare staff, and information
emotional support could explain 47.5% of the variance in the parents’ unce)
(R? = .475, ks, 75y= 16.960p < .001) The significant predictors were perceived illr
severity in childrenf{ = .443,t = 4.881,p < .001) and perceived informational §

y, the
. Data

rity,

al and
rtainty
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nd

social supportf{ = -.364,t = - 2.817,p = .006). The findings of this study suggest that

nurses should develop interventions to reduce levels of perceived illness seV
children and increase informational and social support in order to reduce p
uncertainty during the illnesses of chronically ill children with intubation.
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