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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were: 1) To investigate writing strategies
employed by high and low English proficiency students at Mahidol University in
the 2011 academic year and 2) To compare writing strategies employed by both
high and low English proficiency students.

The sample group of this study was selected by using the purposive
sampling and simple random sampling techniques. The subjects included 337
first-year students (291 low proficiency students and 46 high proficiency
students). They were divided into two groups: high and low English proficiency
students based on entrance examination English scores and university criterion.
To collect quantitative data, questionnaires were used, and to collect qualitative
data, a writing test, think-aloud protocol, and semi-structured interviews were
employed. The Chronbach alpha reliability coefficient of questionnaires was
0.92. Quantitative data were analyzed by percentage, mean, standard deviation,
and t-test. Writing tests were scored by three raters. Think-aloud protocol and
semi- structured interviews were tape-recorded. Recorded tapes were transcribed
and then analyzed to elicit key ideas and themes by using content analysis.

The major results of this research are as follows. 1) The high English
proficiency students employed a variety of writing strategies with more
frequency than low English proficiency students. 2) Both high and low
proficiency students employed their writing strategies differently at a statistically
significant level (p < .05).
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