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MUSIC AND POLITICS: EXPLICATING THE IDENTITY OF PEOPLE’S ALLIANCE FOR DEMOCRACY
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ABSTRACT

This qualitative research aims to describe the definition of the “People’s Alliance for Democracy”
by studying the form of music and the musical communication process with the concept of semiology and musical
anthropology to be the analysis methodology.

The researcher collects the data from 5 songs of the People’s Alliance for Democracy group, then
used the lyrics, melody, and musical forms, including the interview in dept about the communication process for
studying the knowledge and opinions of people as the participants and song listeners of People’s Alliance for
Democracy group, In addition, the researcher used both participating and non- participating observers in the music
performance of the People’s Alliance for Democracy group.

The results of this study are found that the songs used for the meetings of the People’s Alliance for
Democracy group have the well-fitting forms of lyrics which are easy to understand. The songs’ details deals with
the ideology and fighting process of the group. The melody is consistent with the songs’ details, the song rhythm
of Cha- Cha- Cha, March, and contemporary Thai. The communication process with the songs consists of many
kinds of encoding, which is esthetical code, social and cultural code, and ideological code. The communication
with the music performance process is able to make the participants in the group decode and understand the songs’
meanings easily, because the artists and participants have shared experience and context together. The signs which
show the meaning in the songs are divided into 2 types as follows; 1) Direct Connotation is the sign which focused
on showing the meanings of songs and lyrics, including the song names directly 2) Indirect Connotation is the
meaning about the thinking — based principal and political ideology. The songs used for the meeting of the People’s
Alliance for Democracy group are able to describe the characteristics of the People’s Alliance for Democracy
group, that they are the group of people who have charity and love in their nation, religion, king, and correctness
They dislike the dishonest politicians and behavior. The researcher suggests that the use of music as the way to
communicate politically will help the group of people to share the meaning perception together easily. The songs
should have the signs of direct and indirect connotation to the receivers by using the ordinary and simple music

which will leads to the well accomplished communication.
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