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ABSTRACT

In response to global society, the Ministry of Education, Thailand
implemented a new strategy: the World-Class Standard School (WCSS). The Thai
government hopes that the outcome of these schools will be excellence in academics.
Students will be able to communicate by using at least two languages such as Thai and
English. Students will think critically, progressively, and creatively. As a result, these
students will become competitive world citizens. Five hundred potential schools
across the country were selected to manage their learning and teaching by the WCSS
model from 2010 to 2012. However, no study has been conducted to analyze the
current situations, needs, problems, and wants of students who study at these schools.
Therefore, this study was conducted to fill this gap. The purposes of this research
were: (1) to investigate the needs of bilingual students to use English, (2) to find
problems of bilingual students using English in their studies, and (3) to explore the
students’ wants regarding the purpose, content, and methodology of the World-Class
Standard School Program at Buengkan Secondary School. The sample of the present
study comprised four groups: students (126), teachers (6), administrators (2), and
parents (4). These participants were selected by the purposive sampling technique, and
were involved in the WCSS Program. Three research tools were used to collect data:
questionnaire, focus group, and semi-structured interviews. Data were analyzed by
using descriptive statistics (mean and standard deviation) through SPSS. The major
findings were as follows. (1)The bilingual students needed to use the four
communicative English skills, and they were aware that English is very important
presently. (2) The students and teachers faced significant problems in using the four
communicative English skills while they were learning and teaching. Students could
not keep up with the content taught by English teachers. Subject teachers in
mathematics and sciences who were Thai native speakers could not communicate in
English well, so they could not transfer their knowledge efficiently in English. Finally,
(3) students expressed that they wanted to be well prepared and trained in the four
English skills before they entered this program so they could understand the contents
and participate in learning activities in English efficiently. The results of this study can
provide information which can be used to develop curricula and teaching
methodologies.
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