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THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE : THANAYUS THANATHITI, Ph.D.,
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ABSTRACT
This thesis studied the Phuthai pipe in Kudwa village, Kudwa sub-

district, Kuchinarai district, Kalasin province. The study was about the pipe’s
history, how to make it, how to play it, what songs were written for it, and how it
reflected the socio-culture of the Phuthai people. As for the research methodology,
Cultural Anthropological and Ethno-musicological research were used, and these
methods focused on field work. For the presentation of the study, descriptive writing
was undertaken. The study found that the pipe was a wind musical instrument made
of bamboo called Hiah. It has 6 holes for sound and 7 sound levels: Sol La Si Do Re
Me Fa. Nevertheless, only 5 sounds were usually played: Sol La Do Re Me. The
pipe was composed of 5 parts: body, reed, hole covered by thin tissue, holes for
musical sounds, and the tail of pipe, for the songs sung with this pipe, they were soft
and slow melodies. Is general, the pipe was played for Phuthai dance and was
essentially used in the Yao ceremony for curing sick people. Phuthai people thought
that this pipe always went along with their life. So, the pipe reflected Phuthai culture
as follows, it brought entertainment and created social unity, it embodied the
musical ethics of the community, it had important roles in some ceremonies of
Phuthai beliefs, it told us about the Phuthai ways of living with nature, and it was

part of the Phuthai identity.
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