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ABSTRACT 
Caregivers’ basic factors and caregivers’ abilities are important in taking 

care of chronic patients, especially stroke patients. This descriptive study was aimed at 

examining caregivers’ basic factors; relationship of caregivers and stroke patients, 

caregivers and family support, caregivers’ stroke knowledge, and caregivers’ ability in 

caring for stroke patients taking medication. One hundred caregivers (a purposive 

sampling) were recruited from five communities in Buriram Province, Thailand 

between October and November, 2010. Each participant had an interview together 

with a structural questionnaire. The ethics for human subjects were approved and 

patients were informed of the confidentiality and anonymity in participation. 

Descriptive, Chi-square, and correlational analyses were used to analyze the data. The 

results showed that most participants were females with the average age of 49 years 

and had a primary educational level. Most patients were taken care of their children.  

In Chi-square, there were no relationships of caregivers’ abilities with gender, 

educational level, income, period of taking care of the patients, and health status. In 

Spearman’s correlation, caregivers’ ability in caring for patients’ medication taking 

was positively related to the relationship between caregivers and patients at a low level 

and positively related to caregivers and family support at the moderate level. The 

study indicated that the relationship between caregivers and patients and caregivers 

and family support to patients were important variables in promoting the essence of 

helping patients to take medications effectively.     
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