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ABSTRACT

Purposes of this study were to survey medicine prices in Thailand,
compared with reference prices from nonprofit organizations, Management Sciences
for Health(MSH) and Common European Drug Database(CEDD), and to study
affordability in Thailand in both the public and private sectors from patient and
hospital perspectives.

This study applied methodology from 2008 Manual Workbook of
World Health Organization(WHO) Medicine Price Project. List of medicines was
selected from core medicines of WHO/Health Action International(HAI) 2007, plus
medicines from Thailand’s national list of essential medicines Group D, with the top
sale values in 2007. Data surveyed were procurement and selling prices of 50
medicines, each with one innovator brand and one lowest priced generic, from 166
public and 173 private hospitals randomly selected from all regions in Thailand.

MS Excel was used to analyze the data. Medicine prices were
expressed in Baht, US Dollars, Euros, and the ratio relative to the international
reference price. Then prices were calculated as percentile, median price ratio (MPR),
median of median price ratios (MMPRs), affordability, availability, etc.

The data were from 36 public and 14 private hospitals. When comparing
18 medicines with the MSH price, 1.09 and 1.46 were MMPRs of procurement price
of lowest priced generic in the public and private sectors, respectively. This result
reflected that the Thai median procurement prices of generics were close to median
prices of MSH, especially in public hospitals.

When comparing median of procurement prices in public hospitals with
wholesale prices in some EU countries, 1.04 and 0.17 were MMPRs of innovator
brand and lowest priced generic, respectively. However, the affordability of these
medicines among Thai people was lower than among EU people. While the maximum
price of comparable medicine costs 27.2 days’ wage per course of treatment in
selected EU countries, it costs 213.55 days’ wage in Thailand.

In summary, prices of the same medicine varied both inside and across the
country, and comparison of prices will help in price negotiation in order to increase
accessibility.
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