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THE CONSTRUCTION AND SELECTION OF IDENTITY BY THE LAWA WORKING IN
CHIANG MAI : A CASE STUDY OF LAWA FROM BAN HO, PANGHINFON SUB-
DISTRICT, MAE CHAEM DISTRICT, CHIANG MAI PROVINCE, THAILAND
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ABSTRACT

Currently, there are many Lawa laborers working and living in Chiang Mai. This
study aims to learn about the Lawa of life and the construction and selection of identity by the
Lawa working in Chiang Mai. This study is based on five case studies from two areas; Ban Ho
and the downtown area of Chiang Mai. The study employs a qualitative method of data
gathering and analysis from the key informants by participant observation, informal
interviews, and in-depth interviews. Field work was undertaken for a period of 18 months
from July 2009 — January 2011.

The results of study found that 1) The factors that cause the Lawa to work in
Chiang Mai are the family’s economic status, education level, and age. 2) The identities used
by Lawa laborers in Chiang Mai are the Lawa Identity, the Hilltribe Identity, the Urban
Identity, and the Double Identity. Lawa visitors to the city have the same lifestyle as they do in
the villages. The visiting Lawa in Chiang Mai show the method of thinking and doing in the
Lawa way, and how identity is selected when living in the city.

Based on the findings, it is recommended that 1), The lifestyle of ethnic groups
both in Chiang Mai, and in the villages should be further studied. 2) Ethnic groups should be
encouraged to research their own problems. 3) The identities that are used in the city and the

village by Lawa laborers should be further studied.

KEY WORDS: IDENTITY / CONSTRUCTION AND SELECTION OF IDENTITY / THE
LAWA FROM BAN HAO / WORKING IN CHIANG MAI
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