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ABSTRACT

This cross-sectional descriptive study aimed to study the quality of life of
prostate cancer patients with Robotic Assisted Laparoscopic Radical Prostatectomy in
Siriraj hospital, and to determine the association between patients’ general
characteristics, disease characteristics, social support, and quality of life. The subset
were patients with robotic assisted laparoscopic radical prostatectomy in Siriraj
hospital who underwent surgery at least 6 months previously during 2007-2009
totalling 160 persons. They were selected by purposive sampling. Data were collected
by sending the questionnaires to patients by mail. The data were analyzed by
percentage, mean, median standard deviation, quartile deviation, one-sample t-test,
ANOVA, independent sample t-test, and Pearson’s product moment correlation
coefficient.

The results from this study revealed that patients with Robotic Assisted
Laparoscopic Radical Prostatectomy in Siriraj hospital had a high level of quality of
life. Regarding the subjective perception of physical, emotional well-being was at a
very high level. Social/family, functionality, additional concerns, over all social
support was at a high level. Factors which positively correlated to quality of life were
personal characteristics in terms of economic status, disease characteristics in terms of
underlying disease, adjuvant treatments and, over all Social support.

The research suggests that hospital administrators and service providers
should promote education about Robotic Assisted Laparoscopic Radical
Prostatectomy, manage resources to increase efficiency and effectiveness for reducing
surgical expenses for the patients, support consultants to educate about prostate
cancer, and establish a multidisciplinary team with patients who have undergone
prostatectomy surgery for instrumental support and to advise about the disease and
therapy.
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