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ABSTRACT
This research aimed at: 1) studying the philanthropy models of monks; and 2)

synthesizing the guidance on promoting the monks’ philanthropy. The research relied on
qualitative methodology, comprising documentary research and in-depth interviews. The data
analysis was subject to the content analysis.

The results showed that there were 3 philanthropy models for monks: 1) general
philanthropy model deriving from the traditional almsgiving in the manner of periodic social
welfare due to any shortage or natural disasters; 2) patronage philanthropy model in the manner of
remedying, nursing and promoting the potential development by accepting some persons to live
under patronage, and establishing the foundations to be the operating mechanisms; and 3)
community-based philanthropy model where the monks acted as mentors to encourage, provide
advice, and arrange activities for communities in order to enhance the group formation, sharing and
learning about problems, and community management. For example, the truth in saving money
was used as an operating tool on which the community area was based, the community fund was
set up, and the community welfare was provided to the participating members.

The guidance on promoting the philanthropy was as follows. 1) General welfare
philanthropy model is suitable for any necessary circumstances or urgent shortages while the
monks centralized the resource mobilization. The operation of this philanthropy model should be
promoted to be a regular and sustainable project. 2) Patronage philanthropy model is suitable for a
particular group, needy persons with specific needs, and disadvantaged persons. This philanthropy
model should be carried out to fit the ages or specific needs. The communities or temples may be
used as the operating bases. 3)The community-based philanthropy model is suitable for
communities located in the same area that have similar problems. The guidance on promoting the
philanthropy should rely on the contexts. In addition, Dhamma or other moralities should be

applied to develop the projects appropriately and be relevant to the community needs.
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