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ABSTRACT

This study compares the effects of risk behavior on the HIV infection of
female sex workers (FSWs) in Khanh Hoa Province in Vietnam to provide
recommendations for more effective and practical HIV intervention programs in
future in Khanh Hoa. Secondary data from a cross-sectional survey on knowledge,
attitudes, and behavior regarding HIV/AIDS among FSWs, which was conducted by
Khanh Hoa Department of Health from July to December 2008, was used for
analysis. A simple random sampling design was used to select a total of 468 FSWs
living in 7 districts in Khanh Hoa Province. FSWs were contacted directly in order
to answer a questionnaire and have a blood test by “peers” (other FSWs who were
collaborators of the program) and health officers.

The findings indicated that sixty percent of FSWs used condoms
inconsistently and only six percent of FSWs were intravenous drug users thus having a
relationship with HIV infection. FSWs who used condoms inconsistently were 6.2
times more likely to be infected with HIV than FSWs who used condoms
consistently. FSWs who injected drugs were 9.7 times more likely to be infected
with HIV than FSWs who did not inject drugs. In addition, the proportion of those
infected with HIV among FSWs who injected drugs was much higher than FSWs who
used condoms inconsistently. The study also revealed that using alcohol and having

tattoos were not associated with HIV infection.
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