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ABSTRACT
This prospective observational study aimed to determine the asso
between depression and treatment with Pegylated Interferon Alpha among

ciation
chronic

hepatitis C patients. The subjects of this study were 59 chronic hepatitis C patients
who visited the Hepatitis clinic in Siriraj hospital, Bangkok during Februarny to
December, 2010. They were divided into 2 groups: intervention and contrgl. 20

patients in the intervention group were received treatment and 39 patients of
group did not. The study used a self-administered questionnaire as a tool f

control
or data

collection. Descriptive statistics and the Pearsbitsquare test was used to compare
the qualitative characteristics between the control and intervention group. $Hisher
exact test was employéaltest the difference in the level of depression (CES-D score>

19) at each week of testing, between the control and intervention groups. A Fr
test was performed to test the difference in the depression score over time f
group of patients.

edman
or each

The results showed that the intervention group had a higher socioeconomic
status than the control group. Half of the intervention group had medical
reimbursement compare with 2.666the control group. The median CES-D score of

the control group at the baseline was higher than in the intervention group§53.
The number of depressed patients at the baseline in the control group was hig
those in the intervention group (25.6865%) but there was no statistically significi

S
her than
ant

difference. There was no significant change in the median CES-D score and the

number of depressed patients throughout the 12 weeks of assessment.

Due to selection bias, this study could not confirm the association be
depression and Pegylated Interferon Alpha. However, these findings could be
for monitoring and highly paying attention to the severity of depression espg
patient with low socioeconomic status.
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