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FACTORS RELATED TO TOBACCO CONTROL ACTIVITIES OF COMMUNITY HEALTH NURSES
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FACTORS RELATED TO TOBACCO CONTROL ACTIVITIES OF COMMUNITY
HEALTH NURSES IN THE NORTH - EASTERN THAILAND
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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to examine factors related to tobacco
control activities of community health nurses in the North —eastern Thailand. A self —
administered questionnaire was mailed to 580 primary health care centers for data
collection and 351 registered nurses responded (60.5%). Data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics, Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation Coefficient, and Stepwise
Multiple Regression analysis.

Results showed that half of the samples had performed tobacco control
activities in their primary care services at a high level (52.7%). Community health
nurses with different educational level had different mean score of tobacco control
activities (t = 4.3,p-value <0.01). Age, work experience, motivation, and situational
factors were significantly related to the tobacco control activities (r = 0.20, 0.19, 0.50
and 0.58 p<0.01). Motivation, work experience, method of work, policy of the
organization, training, education, and design of work equipment could altogether
predict 53.6 % of variance in the tobacco control activities of nurses in primary care
units (p- value<0.01).

It is suggested that public health administrators should also establish the
policy related to tobacco control activities, motivate nurses to work as well as support
the development of skills and knowledge related to tobacco control. Findings from this
study could be used to further improve tobacco control activities of nurses at the
community level.

KEY WORDS : TOBACCO CONTROL/ COMMUNITY HEALTH NURSES /
PRIMARY CARE UNIT
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