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ABSTRACT

The illness of children with Leukemia impacts their families and family
members, especially primary caregivers. Empowerment of caregivers influences the home
care for these children. The purpose of this study was to assess the effects of the
caregiver’s empowerment program for preschool children with leukemia. A total of 31
caregivers, 16 from the experimental group and 15 from the comparison group, were
selected by simple random sampling. Data was collected by using a self-administered
questionnaire regarding the power of caregivers, knowledge about Leukemia, coping,
self—efficacy perception and home care behavior. Data were analyzed by percentage,
mean, standard deviation, independent t-test and Repeated Measures ANOVA.

Results showed that the experimental group had significantly higher mean
scores of power (p = .025), coping (p = .023), and self- efficacy perception (p = .006) than
those of the comparison group. After the experiment, the mean scores of knowledge (p =
.041), coping (p =. 031), and self- efficacy perception (p = .014) in the experimental group
were significantly increased. During the follow up, the self-efficacy perception of the
experimental group was found to be significantly increased compared to after the
experiment (p= .046). The results of this study indicated that the caregiver’s
empowerment program on home care for preschool children with leukemia had an effect
on power, knowledge, coping, and behavior, but did not change over time. Accordingly, a
modified similar program should be developed to achieve sustainability.
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