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ABSTRACT  
The purpose of this study was to explore the effect of participatory action 

research on the incidence of ventilator associated pneumonia and the satisfaction of 

nurses toward participation in the development and implementation of practice 

guidelines for preventing ventilator associated pneumonia based on the participatory 

action research conceptual framework. The participants were recruited at the surgical 

critical care unit and included 17 nurses and 49 patients. The participatory action 

research was conducted from March to May 2010      
The findings of the study revealed that there were some obstacles to 

compliance with the practice guidelines for preventing ventilator-associated 

pneumonia. These included not knowing the details of the practice guidelines, 

inconvenience, being unaware of the importance of preventing ventilator associated 

pneumonia, and shortage of equipment. In addition, the incidence of ventilator 

associated pneumonia was found to be 13.66 times/1,000 ventilator days. The nurse  

participants  increasingly followed the practice guidelines for preventing ventilator 

associated pneumonia during every activity, as well as mostly being satisfied with 

development and implementation of practice guidelines for preventing ventilator 

associated pneumonia at a high level.     
The results of this study indicated that participatory action research could 

be applied to solve non-compliance with practice guidelines for preventing ventilator 

associated pneumonia and reduce the incidence of ventilator associated pneumonia.   
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