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ABSTRACT

This dissertation presents the phonological characteristics of Chinese
dialects in Thailand and the distribution of Chinese dialects in Thailand. In
addition, this study describes the migration patterns of Chinese descendants in
Thailand. The data were collected from 136 informants in 50 provinces of
Thailand.

The result found that there are 8 Chinese dialects which can be
classified into 4 groups, group 1: Mandarin Chinese made up of Yunnanese; group
2: Hakka Chinese group composed of Hakka; group 3: Yue or Cantonese made up
of Cantonese and Guangsai; and group 4: Min Chinese group composed of
Teochew, Hainanese, Hokkien, and Fuzhou or Hokchew. The phonology for each
Chinese dialect can be divided into three parts: consonants, vowels and tones. The
differences and similarities between Chinese dialects in Thailand depend on their
regional language variations which can be summarized as follows:

1) The consonants of Chinese dialects in Thailand can be divided into
three groups: 17 consonants, 18 consonants, and 19 consonants.

2) The vowel phonemes of Chinese dialects in Thailand - despite
different vowel phonemes depending on each dialect - three vowel phonemes:
/i, a, u/ found in all dialects.

3) The tonemes can be divided into 4 groups: 4 tones, 5 tones, 6 tones,
and 7 tones.

The migration of Chinese dialects to Thailand occurred during two
important periods as follows:

The first period stated from the seventeenth century up to World Warll
(1939-1949), during which Chinese groups such as Hokkien, Teochew, Hakka,
Fuzhou or Hokchew, Hainan or Hailam, and some Cantonese migrated from
southern China.

The second period was during the Chinese Civil War (1945 — 1949), when mostly
Yunnanese from southwestern China fled to Thailand and elsewhere in southeast
Asia.
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