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ABSTRACT

Previous studies have generally found that male-headed households are
better off than female-headed households in terms of overall socioeconomic status.
However, some studies have revealed the opposite with female-headed households
doing better. It remains unclear how widespread this phenomenon is. This study aims
to test which conclusion applies to the Thai context.

The study utilizes pooled cross-sectional data from the Household
Socioeconomic Survey (SES) which was collected every two years during a period of
1986-2004 and both pooled cross-sectional and panel data from the Kanchanaburi
Demographic Surveillance System (KDSS) that was collected in 2000-2004. A
dichotomous hierarchical ordered probit (DIHOPIT) technique is used to construct
asset index. Pooled multiple regression and random effect regression analysis are used
to identify the determinants of household asset holding over a period of time.

Results support the conclusion from previous studies regarding better
economic position of the households headed by married persons. However, as far as
asset holding is concerned, this analysis shows that female single-headed households
are actually better off than male single-headed households, results contradicting
previous studies. Findings suggest households headed by single (unmarried) persons
should be at the focus of policy and intervention aiming to alleviate household
poverty.
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