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ABSTRACT

Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) has been enforced in Thailand to raise
production and food safety standard. Bottled drinking water was the first product that was
specified to follow the Specific GMP since 2001. However, a problem about product’s quality
relating with the level of GMP scores still exists. Taking the scores of GMP approved
production venues into consideration, the scores range from 50 to 100, pointing out the
substantially different standard of each production venue. The objective of this survey
research was to find relationships between individual factors, organizational characteristics,
technical skills, and monitoring and supervision by the public health agency in the area and
the level of GMP scores of non-factory entrepreneurs in the Northern region of Thailand.

The data was collected using questionnaires mailed to respondents from May1-
June 30, 2008. From the total 162 questionnaires, 115 were returned (70.99%). Multinomial
Logistic Regression Analysis was used in the hypothesis test. The study pointed out that
individual factors, including former experience in other businesses, fixed capital, working
capital, and sales volume related with the level of GMP scores significantly (p-value < 0.05).
Technical skills, and monitoring and supervision by the public health agency in the area had
no relation with the level of GMP scores.

Therefore, it is necessary that involved parties encourage and support
entrepreneurs in the areas of capital, marketing, and expertise in business in order to comply
with GMP. Aside from providing knowledge, information, and the implementation of

monitoring and supervision activities, GMP-related law should be enforced efficiently.

KEY WORDS: GMP / PACKAGED DRINKING WATER /
NON-FACTORY ENTREPRENEURS
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