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ABSTRACT

This cross-sectional survey research was aimed at studying the social factors and
sexual risk behaviors of secondary school students in Samutsakorn province, Thailand by
applying biological factors, social factors and social support to develop a conceptual research
framework. A sample of 274 secondary school students was selected by using a multiple stage
random sampling method. The schools were grouped according to district and a simple
random sampling method was used to select the schools and classrooms. Data collection was
done by using self-administered questionnaires developed by the researcher through a properly
developed process. A chi-square was used for analyzing relationships of variables.

The research results showed that 4% of the sample had had sexual intercourse. The
mean age of students having their first sexual intercourse experience was 13.7 years. The majority
(90.9%) of them had sexual intercourse for the first time with their lovers and 45.5% of this group
used a condom every time. 86.5% of the sampled students had “low” level sexual risk behaviors. In
regard to specific sexual risk behaviors, it was found that 42.3% had watched pornographic videos
and films, 39.4% and 37.6% had talked about sexual intercourse and read pornographic books or
magazines, respectively. In regard to receiving social support, 46.7% had received a moderate level
of social support and family members were the people who provided most of the social support while
teachers and community leaders provided the least.

The relationship analysis showed that family income related significantly with
sexual risk behaviors among this sampled group. Social support from school teachers and
community leaders should be promoted including the control of pornographic materials and
media. However, lowering sexual risk behaviors among adolescents is the mutual
responsibility of everybody in a society, school, community, and family. All of these
institutions have to help each other to control, care, for attend, to and counsel adolescents with
proper directions in order to help them live their lives appropriately.
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