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RELATIONSHIPS AMONG FATIGUE, MANAGEMENT OF FATIGUE AND
QUALITY OF LIFE IN PEDIATRIC ONCOLOGY PATIENTS RECEIVING
CHEMOTHERAPY
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THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: AUTCHAREEYA PATOOMWAN, Ph. D.
(Nursing), TIRAPORN JUNDA Ph. D. (Nursing)

ABSTRACT

This descriptive research aimed at comparing fatigue symptoms in pediatric
oncology patients who differed in age and type of cancer. In addition, this study tested
the relationships among fatigue, management of fatigue, and quality of life in pediatric
oncology patients receiving chemotherapy. The population of this study were 50
pediatric oncology patients receiving chemotherapy at the pediatric ward VII of
Ramathibodi Hospital. The data were analyzed by using both non-parametric and
parametric statistics.

The results of the study found that the pediatric oncology patients who
differed by age had different fatigue symptoms after they had been home for 1 week,
with statistical significance at p< .05. In addition, the pediatric oncology patients who
differed by type of cancer had different fatigue symptoms at discharge date (p< .05).
Testing of the relationships among fatigue, management of fatigue, and quality of life in
pediatric oncology patients who were receiving chemotherapy found that the fatigue
symptoms at discharge date and after having been home for 1 week were correlated with
management of fatigue and quality of life when home for 1 week, with statistical
significance at p< .05.

A suggestion for applying the results of this study is to recommend the
promotion of fatigue management while the pediatric oncology patients are receiving

chemotherapy, for relief of their fatigue, so that they may have a better quality of life.

KEY WORDS: CHILDRENT WITH CANCER / FATIGUE /
MANAGEMENT OF FATIGUE / QUALITY OF LIFE
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