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ABSTRACT

This study on the role of the Buddhist monastery in community development
was a case study of Watladpeng, Nangtakhean Sub-district, Muang District,
Samutsongkhram Province, Thailand. It was a qualitative study based on and supported by
quantitative data. The objective was to study the role of Watladpeng within the
surrounding communities, including conditions and factors causing such a role, and
guidelines for further encouraging the improvement and development of Watladpeng’s
role. The data were collected by observations, interviews, conversations, forums, and
meetings in order to exchange ideas. There was also a survey, in the form of a
questionnaire given to a target group of people living inside and outside related
communities. The research required 2 years to complete.

The study results show that the characteristics of economy, society, culture,
and natural resources in the context of Watladpeng and the surrounding communities have
been changing all the time. As a result, the role of Watladpeng in community development
must change as well. Some issues had reduced in value, some had become more
complicated, some no longer existed, and some emerged in a new role. These finding are
in accordance with the rule of uncertainty, method criticism, and evolution. Culture acted
as a main factor, while population, natural resources, technology, geography, politics and
administration, education, globalization, policy, and the development plan formats by the
government and other hierarchies were influencing factors and conditions. Moreover, it
was found that as a guideline for encouraging, improving, and developing a community
role, the Buddhist monastery must plan and specify its targets and direction clearly, in
order to be in line with the context of the changing community.

As for the recommendations for any future research, the community should
participate in the research. Both the Buddhist monastery and community can start
developing together, while the research is performed. The most significant point for
further research is to study the appropriate role of a Buddhist monastery in the
development of surrounding communities, where most of the people earn their living in an
industrial factory.
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