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ABSTRACT

This survey research was aimed at studying the ecological factors relating to malaria
prevention behaviors of household members in Narathiwat province. The studied samples were divided
into 3 groups; household representatives aged 15-65 years, community leaders and community
volunteers, and representatives from local organizations. Data collection was done through interviews
using a questionnaire concerning the knowledge, perception, malaria prevention behaviors and opinions
of local organizations. Data analysis was carried out by computing frequency, percentage, arithmetic
mean, standard deviation and Multiple Classification Analysis (MCA).

The research results regarding the factors at the individual level showed that there was a
significant relationship between internal factors and malaria prevention behaviors of household
representatives (p < 0.005). However, the internal factors could only explain 25 percent of malaria
prevention behaviors of household representatives (R* = 0.252). The first variable that was found to
relate to and could explain malaria prevention behaviors, was perceived self-efficacy to prevent malaria
(Beta = 0.24). Other variables that were also found to relate to and could explain malaria prevention
behaviors were occupation, knowledge about malaria, perceived susceptibility, age, educational level,
perceived malaria prevention in accordance with a community’s society and culture, and perceived
severity of malaria (beta = 0.24, 0.18, 0.13, 0.12, 0.07 and 0.05 respectively). Regarding interpersonal
factors, it was found that the community leaders and volunteers had perceived that their community had
a problem with malaria but some of them thought that solving the malaria problem should be the
responsibility of government staff. Concerning community factors, it was found that most community
leaders and public health volunteers perceived that there were some deep-seated community cultural
traditions, specifically religious principles that prevented household members from following malaria
prevention activities. Regarding organizational factors, it was found that the government organization
group had organized malaria prevention activities which included setting up an operational plan,
implementing the plan, evaluating, and analyzing the outcomes. Presently, the government has a policy
to transfer disease control projects to local organizations. Therefore, it is necessary for local
organizations to have adequate knowledge about malaria and to be prepared to implement malaria
prevention activities in local areas.
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