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THAI CLASSICAL MUSIC COMMUNITY ON CYBERSPACE: A CASESTUDY
OF THE WEBBOARD IN HTTP://WWW.THAIKIDS.COM

IYARED BOONYARIT 4936127 LCCS/M
M.A. (CULTURAL STUDIES)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE LAKANA DAORATANAHONG, Doctorat de
I"EHESS. , PORNTHIP USUPARAT, M.A. , PICHET SITAPHONG, M.A.

ABSTRACT

This research is a qualitative study on Http://www.thaikids.com which is a
website with Thai classical music contents. The researcher has studied, analyzed and
interpreted the data on this cyberspace within the perspective of a dynamic

community. The research process was carried out with the instruments and gu
of Community Studies’ concepts and the methodology of Cultural Anthropology.
of the data analysis were based on theories of communication. Data collecti
started by surveying the total space on Hittp://www.thaikids.com in detai
collecting data relating Thai classical music on the webboards, focusing on the

idelines
Parts

DN was
and

details

of each webboard. Participatory and non-participatory observation, together with
interviews with people responsible for the creation and running of the website was

used in the survey of the contents of the Http://www.thaikids.com. Moreover, o

hinion

exchange and sharing with members of the cyber community was occasionally

convened in the form of talks and interviews.

The findings of the study reveal that the charasties of the cyberspac
community are like those in a general, non-cyberspace community, witl
community components regardless of the differences in physical space. Th
community of people who are interested in Thai classical music with various fo
interaction between members, such as exchanging questions and answers
classical music, exchanging and sharing ideas, giving freely expressed comme
criticism and connecting networks of the Thai classical music community in the
space. This phenomenon affects Thai classical music society in various w.
comparison to the real world of Thai classical music in Thai society, the analyzg
from the cyberspace community reflect 6 roles in Thai classical music society:
presentation of contents and identity of the musician, 2) Influence of informat
the receivers, 3) Public area for the consolidation of Thai classical musicians, 4
classical music cultural record, 5) Overlapping Areas of Cultural Learning and §
reflection of criticism.

KEY WORDS: THAI CLASSICAL MUSIC / THAI CLASSICAL MUSIC

COMMUNITY / CYBERSPACE COMMUNITY / INTERNET
/'WEBBOARD
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