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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this descriptive study was (1) to develop a research tool to
determine the learning styles in music, (2) to measure the distribution of learning
preference mean scores of the music students in studying music performance, and (3)
to compare learning preference of the music students in studying music performance
and in everyday life. This survey research has two hypotheses: (1) the sample
population has no preference between visual, aural, reading/writing, Kinesthetic
learning style in studying music performance; and (2) there is no difference in
preference mean scores between the students studying music performance in classes
and in everyday life.

The population was undergraduate students from the College of Music,
Mahidol University, Thailand, in the first semester of the academic year 2009-2010.
The sample was 348 students who completed the questionnaires and returned them.

The research tool was adapted from the VARK questionnaire, developed
by combination with the knowledge and theory of music performance, to determine
the preferred learning styles in studying music classes in comparison with preferred
learning styles in everyday life.

The preferred learning styles found in music classes of the sample
population were different. It is found that the preferred learning style in studying
music performance was the aural mode for 32.35%, followed by kinesthetic,
reading/writing and visual modes for 23.5%, 22.7% and 21.5%, respectively. There
were more multimodal than unimodal learners; the unimodal learners totaled 33.9%
whilst the multimodal learners totaled 66.1%. Music students prefer aural learning in
studying music performance at a higher percentage than other modes, whereas, music
students prefer kinesthetic learning in everyday life at a higher percentage than other
modes.

KEY WORDS: LEARNING STYLES/STUDENTS IN MUSIC / UNDERGRADUATE
STUDENTS /COLLEGE OF MUSIC / MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY /
VISUAL / AURAL / READING/WRITING / KINESTHETIC /
MUSIC EDUCATION
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