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ABSTRACT

Aphasia is an acquired language disorder caused by damage in the
dominant hemisphere. Almost all aphasic patients have anomia, or naming deficit,
which is a form of language impairment. Aphasic patients’ single-word confrontation
naming skills are usually evaluated by a naming test. The Thai Adaptation of Naming
Test (TANT), which was modified from the Boston Naming Test (BNT), is a test for
assessing the naming ability of aphasic patients. The purposes of this study were to
compare the mean scores of spontaneous correct responses, the mean percentages of
semantic cueing responses, and the mean percentages of phonemic cueing responses
between ten Thai aphasic patients suffering from anterior left hemispheric lesions and
sixteen Thai aphasic patients suffering from posterior left hemispheric lesions by using
the TANT. MRI or CT scan data was used in separating anterior from posterior
aphasics, who have no basal ganglia lesion. Both aphasic groups were matched by age,
education level, duration of illness, and aphasia quotient. The responses of all subjects
were scored according to the BNT scoring system and analyzed by using descriptive
statistics, percentages, and an independent sample t-test.

The results showed that the anterior aphasic group and the posterior aphasic
group received mean scores of spontaneous correct responses of 20.40 (SD=12.18)
and 32.44 (SD=13.61); mean percentage of semantic cueing responses of 14.21%
(SD=11.10) and 28.71% (SD=15.06); and mean percentage of phonemic cueing
responses of 38.90% (SD=21.20) and 47.19% (SD=16.27), respectively. The results
indicated that the posterior aphasic group had mean spontaneous correct responses and
mean percentage of semantic cueing responses that were significantly higher than the
anterior aphasic group (p<0.05). The mean percentage of correct responses by
phonemic cueing of both aphasic groups was not significantly different. These results
also showed that the single word confrontation on naming ability of the anterior
aphasic group was mainly associated with phonemic cueing while the posterior
aphasic group was associated with both phonemic cueing and semantic cueing. These
findings could be used as a basis for evaluating the clinical performance of aphasic
patients on the Thai Adaptation of Naming Test.
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