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ABSTRACT

This study was aimed at determining the validity and reliability of the Thai
Receptive-Expressive Emergent Language..Test (REEL-3), and to investigate the
language performance In receptive, expressive, and composite language abilities of
600 typical developing Thai children aged 0 to. 36 months. The relationships between
children’s language abilities and their age were studied. The subjects were divided into
12 age ranges at three month intervals. They were selected from nurseries and schools
in the Bangkok Metropolitan Area, and some were referred by professionals, teachers
and friends. The Thai Receptive-Expressive Emergent Language Test consisted of 66
items in the receptive subtest and 66/ items in the expressive subtest. The subjects’
language abilities were reported by-their parents or caregivers using the adapted parent
questionnaire.

The results of this study indicated that The Thai Receptive-Expressive
Emergent Language Test had sufficient validity and reliability to be used as a tool for
evaluating the language performance of Thai children. Standard scores and percentile
ranks for these children could be used to interpret children’s language abilities.
Children’s language abilities significantly increased with age. Older children had
significantly higher language ability scores than younger children (p<0.05). However,
the receptive subtest scores of children did not differ significantly in the three month
intervals during the third year. Whereas, the expressive subtest scores and overall
language scores between children aged 31-33 months and aged 34-36 months had no
significant differences.
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