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ABSTRACT

Presently female adolescents tend to have sexual intercourse for the first time at an
age younger than in the past. Such behavior runs the risk of contracting sexually transmitted
infections and AIDS. Therefore, appropriate sexual behavior should be enhanced in order to
reduce possible problems. This research aimed to study sexually transmitted infections
preventive behavior and factors related to the preventive behavior of female adolescents in
Bangkok’s non-formal education setting, using stratefied two-stage sampling. The samples
were chosen by simple random sampling, totaling 350 persons. The data were analyzed by
frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation. Correlation analysis was done by
Chi-square test, Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation Coefficient, and Stepwise Multiple
Regression Analysis.

The study revealed that preventive behaviors of the samples in terms of sexual
intercourse, drug abuse, lifestyle, and overall behavior was at a good level, 92.6%, 96.6%,
74.6%, and 94.0%, respectively. It was found that factors related to preventive behavior of
female adolescents consisted of numerous categories of factors, including, predisposing factors;
namely, attitudes toward sexually transmitted infections prevention; and enabling factors,
namely, entertainment behavior in alcohol selling establishments, travel convenience, travel
time, travel expenses, condom purchase behavior and parental control based on adolescents’
perception. Other factors included. reinforcing factor; namely, family relationships, sexual
experience of close friends, sexual invitations by close friends, drug abuse of close friends, and
close friends who spent time in alcohol selling establishments, all statistically significantly at
0.05 (p-value < 0.05). Factors which could predict sexually transmitted infections preventive
behavior by 21.2% were condom purchase, parental control based on adolescents’ perception,
sexual invitations by close friends, close friends who spent time in alcohol selling
establishments attitudes toward sexually transmitted infections prevention, and drug abuse of
close friends.

Regarding prevention behavior of female adolescents in Bangkok’s non-formal
education setting the study suggested that public health personnel should coordinate with
non-formal education officials to enhance female adolescents’ knowledge, attitude, and correct
perception, as well as involve parents in good family relationship establishment, paying
attention to adolescents’ activities, selecting friends, and realizing advantages and
disadvantages of entertainment complex accessibility.
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