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INJURY PATIENTS IN THE INTENSIVE CARE UNIT: A PROBLEM ANALYSIS.
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THEMATIC PAPER ADVISORY COMMITTEE : PRANGTIP CHAYAPUT,
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ABSTRACT

The study aimed to analyze the problems related to the recovery outcome
assessment of severe traumatic brain injury patients in ICU. The literature review
consisted of 60 studies including: 4 meta-analysis, 4 non-randomized controlled trial
researches, 26 cohort studies, 2 descriptive studies and 24 expert opinions. From the
literature review and analysis of problem, the issues were found as follows:1 recovery
outcome assessment of severe traumatic brain injury patients in 1CU has 6 steps,
2 assessment tools for level of consciousness and cognitive ability of the patient are
Glasgow Coma Scale (GCS) and Rancho Los Amigos’ Level of Cognitive
Functioning (RLOCF), 3 factors influencing recovery outcome are age, combined
injuries, and severity of the injury; and 4 problems related to the recovery outcome
assessment by nursing staff and tools for outcome assessment were that most nurses
do not realize the significance, benefits, and process of the recovery outcome
assessment and tools for outcome assessment of severe traumatic brain injury patients
in ICU.

In conclusion, this study benefits the recovery outcome assessment of
severe traumatic brain injury patients in ICU and the results from the analysis can be
utilized as a database to establish the quality of nursing care provided for severe

traumatic brain injury patients.
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