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ABSTRACT

At present there are several methods for screening for cervical cancer.
The objectives of this descriptive research were to study the rate of cervical cancer
screening in the woman who visited the gynecological OPD clinic of a private
hospital in Bangkok. The cervical cancer screening was done by conventional
Papanicolaou smear (Pap smear) or Thin Prep smear. The results of abnormal
findings were also reported, as well as associated factors of cervical cancer screening.
Data was collected from gynecological OPD medical records during April to
December, 2007. Descriptive statistics of rate, percentage, mean and standard
deviation were applied. The Chi-square test and Z- test were used to test the
significance at the level of o= 0.05 by using the SPSS.V16 computer program.

The results showed that among 5,943 women who came to a
gynecological OPD clinic, 59.7%, 95% CI = 58.4, 60.9 (3,545 cases) were screened
for cervical cancer, abnormalities were found in 31 women. The cervical cancer
screening by Thin Prep found 5.8 times more abnormalities than by Pap smear (p <
0.05). Abnormalities were found by Thin Prep in 26 cases (1.56%) compared to 5
cases (0.27%) by Pap smear. Eighty percent of abnormal Pap smear results correlated
with pathological diagnoses (4 out of 5 cases) compared to 77% (17 out of 22 cases) of
Thin Prep. Significant factors associated with cervical cancer screening were age,
occupation, marital status, number of living children and residence. Significant
factors associated with the screening method were age, occupation, marital status and
number of living children (p < 0.05).

In conclusion, the rate of cervical cancer screening in private hospitals
was still less than expected. The Thin Prep smear method found more abnormal
cervical cells than the Pap smear method but with comparable accuracy. This study
could be useful in order to encourage a more appropriate screening method for
women.
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