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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted in order to examine the organization of Ph.D.
thesis abstracts written by science students at the Faculty of Science, Mahidol
University. The theoretical framework used in this study was adopted from Taddio,
Pain, Fassos, Boon, llersich, and Einarson (1994) which divided all sentences into
eight moves: purpose, research design, setting, subjects, intervention, measurement,
results, and conclusions. These eight moves comprised thirty-three criteria presented
as thirty-three questions referred to as move and sub-move.

Thirty Ph.D. thesis abstracts written during 2006 — 2007 were purposively
selected for analysis. Four analysis tools were used for analyzing data: three raters
with expertise in teaching English as a Foreign Language, criteria of abstract
organization from Taddio et al.(1994), coding, and a computer program, namely
Saichon Genre Analysis Program. Statistics used to present move occurrence were
frequency and percentage, which were calculated by computer program.

The results of this study showed that there were four moves appearing with
high frequency, namely the purpose move, research design move, subjects move, and
results move, which occurred with the same percentage frequency (96.67 %). The
second highest percentage was the conclusion move (90 %). The moves shown in
lower percentage were the setting move, the intervention move, and the measurement
move (less than 50 %).

The rhetorical moves structures delineated in this study can help to
demystify thesis abstract writing and other related promotional genres and facilitate
the creation of writing persuasive documents in other fields. Nevertheless, further
study should explore the organization of Ph.D. thesis abstracts in other disciplines.
This would reveal possible disciplinary influence on Ph.D. thesis abstract writing,
giving more insight into writing and comparing with abstracts in other disciplines.
This study may be useful for learners, teachers, educators, and also scientists who wish
to write abstracts in other disciplines more effectively.
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