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ABSTRACT

A cross-sectional study was conducted to assess oral status, associated
factors, characteristics of oral impacts and the association between oral status and
oral impacts among the 6™ grade primary school children in Bangbon district,
Bangkok. One hundred and sixty school children were selected by two-stage cluster
sampling technique. Oral examination was operated by using DMFT index and the
Community Periodontal Index of Treatment Needs (CPITN). Child-Oral impacts on
Daily Performances index (Child-OIDP) was used to assess oral impacts. Self-
administered questionnaire was used to assess all study factors such as socio-
demographic information, knowledge, attitude and oral health behavior. Data
analysis was performed by using Chi-square test and Pearson’s Product Moment
Correlation.

The results demonstrated the prevalence of dental caries was 55.63% and
mean DMFT was 1.61. The prevalence of gingivitis was 99.38%. Only 8.13% of
school children had good knowledge of oral health. Around 26% had good oral
health behavior. Oral status was found to Dbe significantly associated with
knowledge of oral health and source of oral health information on the internet (P-
value 0.039 and 0.002). Regarding the oral impacts on daily performances, 80.63%
of school children had oral impacts on their daily activities. The prevalence of
impacts was high on eating (61.88%) and cleaning teeth (41.88%). Almost half of
school children (45.01%) had very little and little intensity of impacts. For
perceived causes of impacts, toothache (51.94%), sensitive tooth (37.21%) and oral
ulcer (20.93%) were highly prominent. Maintaining emotional state performance
was found to be significantly associated with DMFT scores (P-value 0.043).

Dental personnel should emphasize both the impact of oral status on
quality of life of children and their oral status to provide appropriate oral health
promotion programs and oral health services. For planning oral health services,
dental personnel should set priorities and allocate resources based on the severity of
impacts.
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	4.2.1  The impact scores and intensity of impacts 
	The overall impact scores ranged from 0 to 36 with a mean score of  4.64 and S.D. of 5.51. Mean scores of impacts on each of the 8 performances ranged from 0.16 to 1.29 (maximum possible score is 9). The mean impact score for eating (1.29) and cleaning teeth (1.13) were the highest while those for speaking (0.16) was the lowest (Table 20). 
	The intensity of impacts on overall impacts were found in Table 21, 24.38% of school children had very little intensity of impacts, 20.63% had little intensity of impacts, 20% had moderate intensity of impacts and only 3.70% had very severe intensity of impacts. The intensity of impacts on each performance revealed that eating and cleaning teeth were the most severely affected while relaxing and speaking were the least that none had a very severe intensity on these performances.  
	4.2.2 Causes of the impacts 





