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ABSTRACT

This cross-sectional study aimed to compare the accuracy of translated
instrument, the Center for Epidemiologic Studies Depression Scale (CES-D) with the
indigenous instrument, the Depression Screening Test. The subjects were 174 people
visiting the mental health clinic and out-patient clinic at Taksin Hospital and
Maesot Hospital during June 25 to September 9, 2008 (87 subjects with depression
and 87 subjects without depression). All subjects were diagnosed according to Mini
International Neuropsychiatric Interview (M.l.N.l.) by psychiatric nurses. The area
under the receiver operating characteristic curve (AUC) was used to assess accuracy
of the screening instruments. AUCs of Depression Screening Test and CES-D were
compared using two-tailed z test.

The results showed that AUCs for Depression Screening Test and CES-D
were 0.95 and 0.96, respectively. Using two-tailed z test, there was no differences
between accuracies of Depression Screening Test and CES-D (p = 0.52).

This study demonstrated that CES-D (translated instrument) was

comparable to Depression Screening Test (indigenous instrument).
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