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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study sight-reading by primary piano students. The
data collection was conducted by interview and observation of 12 primary piano
teachers. The sample population was divided into 3 groups of 4 teachers by teaching
experience. Group 1 were piano teachers who had 1-4 years of teaching experience.
Group 2 were piano teachers who had 5-10 years of teaching experience. Group 3
were piano teachers who had more than 10 years of teaching experience.

The researcher focused on the following topics of : 1. The importance of
teaching sight-reading. 2. The objectives and scope of content in the teaching of sight-
reading. 3. Teaching methods and materials used in the teaching of sight-reading. 4.
The duration of sight-reading study. 5. Repertoires and equipments used in the
teaching of sight-reading. 6. Problems and solutions in the teaching of sight-reading.

From the results of the research, it was found that : 1. Every piano teacher
was aware of the importance of teaching sight-reading. 2. Most of the piano teachers
understood the objectives and benefits of sight-reading study and they assessed
students’ competency before they started teaching. 3. Most piano teachers did not have
many teaching methods. They only followed the lesson books’ teaching suggestions.
4. Most of the piano teachers were aware of the need for regularity in teaching sight-
reading. 5. Most piano teachers knew few sight-reading lesson books and they applied
only one in their teaching. This is not appropriate to all students because each has
differences in piano competency and music experience. 6. Some of the piano teachers
could not solve students’ problems in sight-reading study because they lacked
sufficient study in teaching sight-reading. In contrast, piano teachers who had more
than 10 years teaching experience did not have many problems in students’ sight-
reading study.

Suggestions on sight-reading in piano primary’s students are: 1. Piano
teachers should study more on sight-reading teaching methods. 2. Piano teachers
should be regular in the teaching of sight-reading. 3. Piano teachers should pay
attention to basic music knowledge and skills from the time that students start studying
music.
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